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than as a just requital for his misdeeds, in much the
same way as we look on an accident that happens to
a man who is engaged in some dangerous calling,
which, nevertheless, it is important for the interest
of society should be carried on. Thus in time of
war it may be necessary for the safety of an army
that offences against military rules should be pun-
ished in a manner quite out of proportion to the
moral fault committed.

I have referred to the advantage for a right course
of life of hopes and fears connected with a possible
future state of existence. But it is important that
there should be a due balance between the hopes and
fears. What that balance should be, it is not for man
to decide; and mischief may be done by his taking
it into his own hands to apply either motive exclu-
sively, or in undue excess. Doubtless the formation
of a character in which right is done from motives
of love, and the free choice of right, is the goal to be
aimed at; and perfect love, it is said, casteth out fear.
But perfect love implies perfect obedience, and while
that is imperfect there is need that motives derived
from hope should be supplemented by fear of the
consequences of doing wrong. Without that we
might become like spoiled children, and think very
lightly of the wrong things that we had done. But
as it is said that perfect love casteth out fear, so I
think it might equally be said that perfect fear